ONRCS

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Program Focus —

The Wetland Reserve Program in
lowa is focused on restoring
wetlands on two wetland settings,
prairie potholes and riverine
wetlands. The first focus is within
the 35 county Prairie Pothole Joint
Venture (PPJV) area in the
northern part of the State. Over 98
percent of agricultural uses and are
heavily farmed. The PPJV
wetlands are important for
migratory bird habitat.
Threefourths of the State’s riverine
wetlands, which are an important
part of the migratory flyway
system, have also been drained for
agricultural uses. Maximum
wildlife, water quality and public
benefits can be achieved from
restoration efforts.

These wetland restoration areas can
provide significant benefits to rare
and declining habitats and wildlife
species, since many of the
imperiled plant and animal species
are aquatically based or wetland
dependent.
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Overview
The Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) is a voluntary program that provides technical
and financial assistance to eligible landowners to restore, enhance, and protect
wetlands. Landowners have the option of enrolling eligible lands through permanent
easements, 30-year easements and restoration cost-share agreements. The major
objectlves of the Wetland Reserve Program are to:
Provide technical assistance to eligible landowners in developing and
implementing wetland conservation plans.
Provide financial assistance to eligible landowners in restoring and protecting
wetland and riparian areas to provide wildlife habitat and other environmental
benefits.

Accomplishments

In FY 2001 lowa received $7,909,280 that funded 3,899 acres in 35 WRP contracts.
Of the 35 contracts, there were 28 permanent easements, one 30-year easement, and
six cost-share agreements. Since the program began in the State in 1992, lowa has
enrolled a total of 365 permanent easements comprising 41,064 acres; thirty-five 30-
year easements covering more than 3,486 acres; and twenty-eight cost-share
agreements covering 430 acres.

Should funding becomes available for WRP, NRCS anticipates the program will
remain successful. The program has generated a great deal of landowner interest.
Currently the WRP backlog of unfunded applications includes 400 applications with
an estimated value of $72 million for easements on approximately 40,000 acres.

Program Benefits
WRP is implemented through a partnership consisting of: the NRCS, local Soil and
Water Conservation Districts, lowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship,
Division of Soil Conservation, lowa Department of Natural Resources, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, county governments, and several environmental and wildlife
organizations, these partners provides program participants with technical and
financial assistance to:

Restore wetland and riparian habitats critical to migratory and other wildlife.

Provide floodplain protection and flood damage reduction.

Improve water quality.

State contact
Marty Adkins, Assistant State Conservationist for Programs, 515-323-2211, marty.adkins@ia.usda.gov
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lowa Dollars and Contracts
Fiscal Year 2001 Cumulative Total (97-01)

Congressional Obligated Number of Obligated Number of
Districts Dollars Contracts Dollars Contracts
District 1 $73,495 2 $676,247 6
District 2 $112,147 5 $7,023,151 50
District 3 $84,512 1 $12,223,296 48
District 4 $453,258 1 $5,869,700 15
District 5 $7,186,868 26 $21,620,689 115
State Totals $7,910,280 35 $47,413,083 234

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability,
political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC
20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.



